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Matthew 3:13-17 “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the 
Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have 

prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for 

thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Je-
sus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens 
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and com-
ing to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased. 4:1-11 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, 
he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, ‘It is written, 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 
of God.’ Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 
written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will 
bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is 
written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ Again, the devil took him 
to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.” Then Jesus said to him, ‘Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the 
Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’ Then the devil left him, and behold, 
angels came and were ministering to him.

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who 

through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their tres-
passes against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, 

1Elyse Fitzpatrick, Found In Him (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), p. 63.
2See Fitzpatrick’s article (above). We need Jesus’ righteousness as much as we need His substitutionary death on the 
cross. On the cross, Jesus died in our place; during his first thirty years, he lived in our place (the 2nd Adam).
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we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

(See also Gen. 3:1-13, Rev. 21:5, 1 Cor. 15:21, 22, Heb. 4:15)

[Elyse Fitzpatrick] “INNOCENSE WAS NOT ENOUGH—At his 
birth Jesus was completely innocent like Adam had been in the 
Garden of Eden. Yes, at creation Adam was innocent and sinless, 
but he was untried; he was innocent, but he wasn’t yet holy. Adam 

was capable of sin and eventually fell. And in his fall, all of humanity’s innocence 
was forever destroyed.

As the second Adam, Jesus was innocent, too, but untried innocence wouldn’t 
have been sufficient for our salvation. He had to be perfected through suffering. He 
needed to accomplish more than a death in untried innocence would accomplish, 
or else an assassination by Herod at Jesus’ birth would have been sufficient for our 
salvation. No, he needed to live a full life of joyous obedience in order to save us. 
Innocence wasn’t enough; in order to accomplish his mission he had to be holy. 
He grew up from blissful innocence to tested holiness in the crucible of daily life. 
He suffered in all the ways you are suffering today, and yet his suffering was not a 
result of his sin—it was a suffering for yours.” 1

1. Define the “American Dream.” How has this negatively 
impacted us as a culture with regards to our identity (the 
fundamental question, “Who am I?”)? How has it affected you 
personally?

2. Read Matt. 3:13-17. What does it say about Jesus’ identity?

3. Read Matt. 4:1-11. How did knowing who he was (i.e. identity) affect how Jesus 
responded to temptation? Could the knowledge of who we are—in Christ—help 
us too? Explain.

4. Pastor Patrick said we need Jesus’ first thirty years just as much as we need his 
final three. Explain.2

DISCUSS

Who Am I?



- 7 - - 8 -

5. In 2 Cor. 5, Paul says that those who are in Christ are NEW creations. What does 
this mean? Why do we need to be made new? 

6. How do you perceive yourself, as a sinner OR a saint? Why? How does Scripture 
(i.e. the gospel) inform us here? 

7. At one point during the sermon, Patrick pulled out a briefcase and secured it to 
his wrist with a pair of handcuffs. What was the intended point of this illustra-
tion?

8. What immediate applications can be made in light of this text?

Notes:


